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Inside this issue: 

For more information 

about NAHB’s Environ-

mental Issues Commit-

tee and the Construction 

Safety and Health Com-

mittee please contact 

Lindsay Cather at 

202.266.8163 or 

lcather@nahb.org.  

 

 If you would like to 

contribute to the EH&S 

Monthly newsletter we 

are accepting articles 

from committee mem-

bers at lcather@nahb.org 

or you can fax them to 

Lindsay Cather at 

202.266.8056.   

Dear Members- 

 As Chairman of the 2010 

NAHB Construction Safety 

and Health Committee, I am 

pleased to kick-off the New 

Year with newly added fea-

tures in EH&S Monthly—one 

which will provide readers 

with the latest information 

on construction safety issues 

affecting the home building 

industry.  As many of you are 

aware, working in the con-

struction industry can some-

times be dangerous.  Work-

related accidents can cause 

serious injuries, but most of 

these accidents are prevent-

able if the right safety pre-

cautions, as well as the Occu-

pational Safety and Health 

Administration (OSHA) regu-

lations, are followed.   

 In the coming year, 

through this newsletter, we 

hope to provide NAHB mem-

bers with information that 

will teach and educate you 

about construction safety; 

from OSHA compliance and 

safety training, to fall protec-

tion and hazard communica-

tion.  Hopefully you will learn 

about the construction safety 

issues currently confronting 

the industry, as well as what 

other homebuilders are do-

ing to make their jobsites 

safer. Additionally, we hope 

(Continued on page 2) 

 Last year we launched 
the Environmental Issues 
Committee (EIC) Newsletter 
with the intention of provid-
ing members with monthly 
updates on environmental 
issues that affect the indus-
try.  This year we will im-
prove our newsletter by add-
ing a new feature on con-
struction safety and health 
issues.  In the coming 
months, we hope to provide 
those not familiar with the 
Construction Safety and 

Health Committee (CSHC) 
with not only committee 
news, but also information 
on safety issues currently 
confronting the industry. 

 As part of the new im-
provement, we will also be 
changing the face and format 
of this newsletter.  The Envi-
ronmental and Labor, Safety 
& Health Policy staff have 
decided to change the name 
of the newsletter from EIC to 
EH&S Monthly, short for En-
vironmental, Health, & 

Safety to better reflect this 
addition.  Also worth noting, 
NAHB’s Public Affairs staff 
are currently working on new 
departmental newsletter 
templates as part of the lat-
est branding initiative.  We 
expect to have the new tem-
plate sometime with in the 
next few weeks and hope-
fully before Spring Board in 
late April.  Please direct any  
comments or suggestions to 
Lindsay Cather at 
lcather@nahb.org  

Newsletter Updates 

Introduction from the 2010 Construction Safety and Health 

Committee Chairman, Ray Rhodes 
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you may learn what you can 

do to minimize safety haz-

ards and reduce the likeli-

hood of accidents occurring.  

(Continued from page 1) We hope that this construc-

tion safety information will 

help each of you operate 

safe jobsites, comply with 

OSHA regulations, and lower 

workers’ compensation costs 

through injury prevention.    

-Ray Rhodes 

M & R Associates 

Sanford, NC 

2010 NAHB Construction, 

Safety & Health Committee 

Chair 

Occupational Safety and 

Health Administration 

(OSHA) 

Future Regulation 

 The coming year prom-

ises to be an active year for 

the U.S. Occupational Safety 

and Health Administration 

(OSHA).  With a full regula-

tory agenda, NAHB expects 

that OSHA will be active in 

promulgating significant 

rules for the construction 

industry to reduce occupa-

tional exposures to Crystal-

line Silica, finalize a standard 

to protect workers who enter 

confined spaces, and regu-

late both big and small 

cranes in the construction 

industry.  In addition, OSHA 

proposed in January to revise 

its Occupational Injury and 

Illness Recording and Report-

ing (Recordkeeping) regula-

tion to restore a column to 

the OSHA 300 Log that em-

ployers would use to record 

work-related musculoskele-

tal disorders (MSD).  This 

recordkeeping change may 

be a prelude to a broader 

ergonomics rulemaking, al-

though OSHA has denied this 

and Agency staff have stated 

that it has no plans for regu-

lating ergonomics or soft 

tissue injuries, such as back 

pain and discomfort. 

Stepped-Up Enforcement 

 In addition to OSHA be-

ing back in the standards-

writing business, the Agency 

has announced that it will 

begin shifting the bulk of its 

resources from its employer-

based compliance assistance 

programs, such as partner-

ships and alliances that are 

designed for businesses to 

work with the Agency, to 

vigorous enforcement of 

existing standards through 

increased OSHA inspections 

and penalties.  In its FY2011 

budget, OSHA has proposed 

to redirect resources and 

increased the funding for 

enforcement efforts by $11 

million to a total of $240 

million, which means work-

place compliance inspections 

in high hazard industries, 

such as construction, will 

remain a top priority.  What 

this means to home builders 

is that you can expect to see 

a greater presence of OSHA 

on jobsites. 

NAHB Assistance 

 In light of these new 

challenges home builders will 

face, the NAHB Construction 

Safety and Health Committee 

and NAHB Labor, Safety and 

Health Policy staff are ready 

to ensure that any proposed 

OSHA regulation takes into 

account the distinct differ-

ences between residential-

type construction and heavy 

commercial construction, 

that any OSHA rule is techno-

logically attainable, practical, 

feasible, and cost-effective, 

and also ensure the OSHA 

inspection and fine notifica-

tion is less intimidating for 

home builders.  For more 

information please contact 

Rob Matuga at 1-800-368-

5242 extension 8507 or 

rmatuga@nahb.org or  

Marcus Odorizzi at extension 

8590 or  

modorizzi@nahb.org. 

NAHB Labor, Safety & Health Advocacy  

Looking Forward to 2010 
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Dear Members- 

 The residential construc-
tion industry has experi-
enced a year of unprece-
dented challenges in the en-
vironmental arena that will 
continue throughout the 
Obama Administration.  The 
Environmental Issues Com-
mittee has been working 
diligently on your behalf and 
has had many achievements 
in 2009, including directing 
the outcome of EPA’s Wa-
terSense Program, ensuring 
reasonable protections for 
the polar bear and other spe-
cies, convincing EPA to aban-
don expensive storm water 
requirements in favor of 

more reasonable standards, 
and improving transparency 
and openness in all govern-
ment actions.  Despite these 
successes, the industry con-
tinues to be faced with envi-
ronmental regulatory pres-
sures ranging from the need 
to further improve water 
quality to avoiding flood-
plains to increased green 
building and energy effi-
ciency requirements.  Clearly, 
the need to address climate 
change also will permeate all 
of our activities during the 
coming years.   

 As we look toward 2010 
and the foreseeable increase 
in environmental oversight, 

we will continue to call on 
the NAHB membership to 
participate in our environ-
mental advocacy efforts.  We 
must work cooperatively to 
ensure that our voices are 
heard and our needs met.  
Without effective participa-
tion we will experience a 
windfall of regulatory over-
sight that will change land-
scape of future building prac-
tices. 
 

-Chuck Collett 
C Level Success Group, LLC 
Acme, MI 
2010 NAHB Environmental 
Issues Committee Chairman 
 

Introduction from the 2010 Environmental Issues 

Committee Chairman, Chuck Collett 

 Looking ahead to 2010 

presents the industry with 

the opportunity to identify 

not only those areas where 

additional regulatory over-

sight may occur, but also 

areas where we may proac-

tively act.   While many agen-

cies are providing increased 

opportunities for industry 

participation, the steep in-

crease in regulatory activity 

and crack-down in enforce-

ment will ensure that 2010 is 

memorable.  NAHB will con-

tinue to work towards realis-

tic TMDLs; manageable 

stormwater programs and 

enforcement guidelines; 

flexible and reasonable ESA, 

climate change and flood-

plain management policies; 

and incentivizing voluntary 

environmental protection 

programs.  

Air 
Climate Change 

 Without the direct inter-

vention of Congress, EPA has 

already indicated it will move 

forward with further propos-

als concerning regulating 

greenhouse gases.  While the 

year 2009 focused on regu-

lating emissions from cars 

and trucks, 2010 is expected 

to be a year when EPA will 

focus on regulating station-

ary sources (i.e. manufactur-

ing, electricity generation, 

energy production, etc.)  The 

housing and commercial sec-

tor is said to account for 40% 

of the country’s total emis-

sions, which could place the 

residential sector within the 

agency’s sights.  While a 

large percentage of that 

number is electricity usage, 

homes and buildings sup-

plied with natural gas or fuel 

oil for heating, hot water and 

(Continued on page 4) 

NAHB Environmental Advocacy ς Looking Forward to 2010 
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cooking could get caught up 

in the regulatory process.  

 NAHB will receive the 

results of its second climate 

change research project on 

factors relating to residential 

density and climate change 

in early 2010.  Depending on 

what the researchers find, it 

is likely that the collection of 

this data present an opportu-

nity to share what we have 

learned with the federal, 

state and local government 

decision makers to help di-

rect their policies on density 

and land use.  

Land 
Lead-Based Paint 

 EPA’s October 2009 

LRRP proposal will be final-

ized by April 22, 2010 to 

meet a court ordered dead-

line.  Additionally, the agency 

has announced that it will 

propose another revision to 

the LRRP that will require 

“third-party clearance” for 

certain remodeling activities.  

“Third-party clearance” re-

quires a lead abatement pro-

fessional to take dust sam-

ples from floors and window-

sills and have a laboratory 

analyze the samples for com-

pliance with the rule.  This 

could lead to further delays 

and costs for remodelers and 

homeowners.  In addition, 

the surfaces will need to 

comply with EPA’s “lead haz-

ard standard.”  NAHB and 

EPA both found in their re-

search that no amount of 

(Continued from page 3) cleaning in homes with un-

usually large levels of existing 

lead-dust could meet EPA’s 

standard.  This could mean 

certain homes will not be 

able to be renovated and 

might require an even more 

costly full lead-based paint 

abatement.   

Endangered Species  

 The Service is expected 

to revisit the existing consul-

tation process, but it is un-

certain when or how detailed 

this effort will be.  FWS is 

also expected to continue its 

path toward incorporating 

climate change concerns into 

the ESA consultation process.  

Several listings in 2009 re-

flected climate change con-

cerns as one of the various 

factors for species listing.  In 

2010, this pattern of action is 

expected to continue.   

Floodplain Management 

 In June 2009, floodplain 

management advocates sub-

mitted language to the 

Obama White House’s Coun-

cil on Environmental Quality 

(CEQ) seeking to revise Ex-

ecutive Order (EO) 11988, 

which outlines how federal 

agencies handle their own 

structures within floodplains.  

While these advocates be-

lieve their revisions would 

only apply to federally 

funded facilities, the revision 

could expand the reach of 

the EO from just public facili-

ties to the development of 

land use plans, regulations 

and permits issued to private 

entities.  While CEQ did not 

have the political will to ad-

dress this proposal in 2009, it 

is likely that the issue will 

receive some attention in 

2010.   

Water 
Stormwater Management 

 EPA must define the 

exact requirements that 

States must include in their 

permits to meet the man-

dates of the Effluent Limita-

tion Guidelines (ELGs). EPA 

has indicated it intends to 

provide guidance on how to 

manage turbidity on con-

struction sites, monitoring 

and sampling protocols, en-

forcement, and other topics. 

In addition, each of the dele-

gated states (all states except 

ID, MA, NH, NM and DC) 

must incorporate the ELGs 

into their construction gen-

eral permits the next time 

they are reauthorized.  Some 

of the states will have to do 

so as early as 2010, while 

others won’t incorporate the 

ELGs until 2014.  EPA’s fed-

eral permit is currently 

scheduled to expire in July 

2010, but EPA proposed and 

is currently considering an 

extension until July 2011. 

 In 2010, EPA will con-

tinue its efforts to develop 

justification and supporting 

documentation for a possible 

post construction stormwa-

ter management regulation.  

EPA has announced a new 

national stormwater rule will 

be finalized in 2012 that may 

contain “hydromodification” 

(Continued on page 5) 
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requirements for the first 

time.  EPA will explore re-

quirements that may limit 

the quantity of stormwater 

that can be discharged over 

time, and may limit the ve-

locity of the discharge and 

the temperature of the dis-

charge.  Some of EPA’s con-

siderations include:  

Expand the area sub-
ject to federal storm 
water regulations.  

Establish specific re-
quirements to con-
trol storm water dis-
charges from new 
development and 
redevelopment, in-
cluding retaining 
storm water on-site 
through infiltration, 
evapotranspiration, 
or storm water reuse 

Develop a single set 
of consistent storm 
water requirements 
for all MS4s. 

Require MS4s to ad-
dress storm water 
discharges in areas of 
existing development 
through retrofitting 
the sewer system or 
drainage area with 

(Continued from page 4) improved storm wa-
ter control measures.  

Explore specific 
storm water provi-
sions to protect sen-
sitive areas.  

Incorporating climate 
change information 
into land planning 
decisions. 
 

Chesapeake Bay TMDL 

 EPA is expected to pro-
pose its TMDL Rule for the 
Chesapeake Bay in the sum-
mer of 2010.  The require-
ments of this new program 
will change the face of wa-
tershed management in the 
future in that the TMDL lim-
its on the amount of nitro-
gen, phosphorus and sedi-
ment that can be discharged 
into the waters of the Chesa-
peake Bay can never be re-
laxed.  Accommodating fu-
ture economic growth and 
population growth while not 
exceeding the TMDL limits 
will be formidable challenge 
for both regulators and 
elected officials.  It is ex-
pected that the next 15 years 
will be needed to comply 
with the TMDL limits.  At the 
expected time of compliance, 
in the year 2025, new tech-
nologies will need to be dis-

covered in order to allow any 
new growth anywhere in the 
64,000 square miles Chesa-
peake Bay watershed.  Many 
other similar TMDLs are ex-
pected around the country 
and EPA plans to use the 
Chesapeake Bay TMDL as the 
prototype for those pro-
grams as well.  
 
Water Supply /Conservation 

 With the completion of 
the WaterSense Home Speci-
fication program, 2010 is 
predicted to see an increase 
in water conservation and 
retention programs along 
with an increase in rural in-
frastructure investments.  
This may provide opportuni-
ties for continued growth 
with opportunities to further 
develop firm green building 
strategies.   



NOTE:  If you  are not a member of the Envi-
ronmental Issues Committee (EIC) or the 
Construction Safety and Health Committee 
(CSHC) or if you know someone who is not a 
member of the EIC or CSHC, but would like to 
receive this newsletter, then please contact 
Lindsay Cather at 202.266.8163 or 
lcather@nahb.org.   
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NAHB  

1201 15th Street NW 

Washington, DC, 20005 

Phone:  800.368.5242 

Fax:  202.266.8056 
 

Join us on the web at 

www.nahb.org  

National Association of Home Builders  
Environmental Issues Committee 

THINK GREEN! 
Do not print this unless you  really need to. 

Important Dates 
April 17-24, 2010:  2010 NAHB Spring Board 

of Directors Meeting hosted at the Marriott  

Wardman Park in Washington, DC 

April 20, 2010:  Environmental Research and 

Education Subcommittee Meeting,  

10:00am - 12:00pm  

April 20, 2010:  Construction Safety  

Education, Training, and Research  

Subcommittee Meeting, 3:00pm - 5:00pm  

April 22, 2010:  Environmental Issues  

Committee Meeting, 7:30am - 10:00am  

April 22, 2010:  Construction Safety and 

Health Committee Meeting,  

10:30am - 1:00pm  

NOTE:  All meeting times are tentatively 

 scheduled.  Conventions and Meetings staff are 

still confirming meeting times and room assign-

ments; therefore, these are subject to change 

until further notice.    
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